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The Austin Public Library is: 
 

 Key to making Austin a dynamic creative center 
and the most livable city in the country. 

 Committed to providing easy access to books 
and information for all ages, through 
responsive professionals, engaging programs, 
and state-of-the art technology in a safe and 
friendly environment. 

 

3 



Primary Objectives: 
 

 Provide premier library services system-wide 
 Provide innovative technology infrastructure 
 Provide facilities that are safe, secure, 

comfortable, clean, inviting and in good repair 
 Provide facilities which are sufficiently sized 

and appropriately structured to allow excellent 
library services to be offered to our customers 
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The Capital Improvement Program of the Austin 
Public Library supports the departmental mission 
through two distinct but related types of initiatives: 

 
 Overseeing the land acquisition, design and 

construction of new facilities and the expansion of 
existing facilities 

 Providing renovations, retrofits and modernizations 
as necessary for all facilities in the departmental 
inventory of property 
 
 

5 



Past Projects 
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The Needs Assessment for the Austin Public Library includes 
these infrastructure renewal projects: 

 
 Roof replacements for two branch libraries 

 Mechanical (HVAC) retrofit for one branch library 
 Retrofit of fire suppression sprinkler system at library 

warehouse 
 Renovations for five branch libraries and the Austin History 

Center 

 Parking lot expansion for one branch library 
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Roof & HVAC 
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Fire Suppression 
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Branch Libraries 
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Branch Libraries & Austin History Center 
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Current Projects 
14 



The Library’s Needs Assessment projects were identified 
through input from operations personnel, requests from 
citizens and the counsel of the department’s appointed 
advisory board, the Austin Public Library 
Commission.  The key drivers in all cases were: 

 
 Insuring that all members of the community can access 

information and related library services in a safe, healthy 
and attractive physical environment 

 Being  good stewards of the City’s investment in real 
property by keeping library buildings and sites from 
deterioration 
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Guiding Principles criteria utilized by the Library Department to assess Bond proposal 
needs include: 

  
 Prevents infrastructure failure from occurring or the high possibility of failure in the 

near future 
 Remedies or prevents a serious hazard threatening public health, safety or security 
 Project deferral will lead to significant degradation of infrastructure, substantially 

compromising delivery of services 
 Produces a tangible improvement to service delivery and/or access to service 
 Grows Austin’s economy by investing in our workforce, educational systems  and 

entrepreneurs 
 Contributes directly to the preservation of cultural and historic assets, sense of place 

and neighborhood character 
 Decreases future operating and maintenance costs by installing sustainable 

infrastructure  
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 Citizens are more likely to use library services when 
facilities are renovated.  Based on data gathered by the 
Austin Public Library in the last decade regarding 
customer use of libraries and archival buildings, a 
significant increase in visitation follows the opening of 
renovated facilities.  Renovation allows libraries to 
restore the quality  of the visitor experience and make 
facility improvements which better provide for the 
needs of all interest groups, age ranges, educational 
levels and cultural backgrounds.      
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